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Plans to increase GP evening and weekend appointments   

The government has announced an extra £550 million funding to 
improve access to GPs, modernise GP surgeries and improve out-of-
hospital care.  

This will enable millions more people to have access to evening and 
weekend, video, email and telephone appointments. Over 8.5 million 
people will also see redevelopment of their existing practices, to 
increase clinical space and offer additional services.  

The funding will come from:  

 £100m addition to the existing £50m Prime Minister’s Challenge 
fund; 

 £250m infrastructure fund for new buildings, treatment rooms 
and IT; and  

 £200m transformation fund for 29 pilots to integrate services 
offered by hospitals, GPs and care homes.  

The government said the 2015-16 funding would deliver on the promise 
of a new deal for primary care, as highlighted in the NHS Five Year 
Forward View published last year.  

 Dr Maureen Baker, chair of the Royal College of General Practitioners, 
said “This announcement shows that with more funding, GPs and 
practice teams can improve access to ours services, and continue to 
alleviate pressures across the health service by delivering care to 
patients close to home, where they want and need it most.”  

Source: GOV.UK 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gp-evening-and-weekend-
appointments-to-increase  
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£3 million funding for stem cell services  

George Freeman, Life Sciences Minister, has announced £3 million funding for stem cell services in the UK. 

The funding will support a partnership between NHS Blood and Transplant and blood cancer charity Anthony 
Nolan. The partnership currently manages the national voluntary donation system of blood, tissues, organs and 
stem cells for people who need stem cell transplants.   

£19 million has been invested into stem cell services since 2010.  

In 2013, 258 additional patients received a stem cell transplant from an unrelated donor compared to 2010.  

The additional funding will improve the provision of stem cells and help patients with leukaemia and other life-
threatening blood disorders. The funding will also help to increase the number of young adult stem cell donors 
and particularly those from black, Asian and ethnic minority populations that are currently under-represented.  

 Minister George Freeman said “This funding is vital to improve stem cell services and ultimately save lives. It 
will increase the number of young male donors and allow a targeted collection of cord blood from those groups 
who currently find it difficult to find a suitable match.”  

Source: GOV.UK  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-announces-3-million-funding-for-stem-cell-services  

The Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015  

The Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 received royal assent on 26 March 2015.  

The legislation aims to improve safety and the quality of care individuals receive.  

The Act introduces a number of measures, including a duty on health and adult social care providers to share 
information about a person’s care with other health and care professionals. This additional information should 
enable doctors and other professionals to treat patients more effectively.  

Relevant health and adult social care bodies will also be required to use patient’s unique NHS number when 
processing and/or sharing information about an individual for their direct care. This will enable better 
connection of health and care records as people move between services meaning safer and better aligned care.  

Dr Dan Poulter, Health Minister stated “Mid Staffs was a turning point for the NHS and the measures in this Act 
are a major step forward in making the NHS safer. This Act will ensure doctors and nurses have access to the 
most up to date and accurate patient information and ensure that safety is embedded throughout the health 
and social care sector.”  

Source: GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/safer-care-for-patients  
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