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£822m NHS deficit announced  

NHS Trusts in England have reported a total deficit of £822m in 2014/15, 
compared with £115m in 2013/14.  

The health regulator Monitor reported that Foundation Trusts, the 
leading health trusts in England, have a deficit of £349m whilst other 
trusts were £473m in deficit. 

Trusts have spent £1.8bn, more than double the amount planned, on 
contract and agency staff.  

Dr David Bennett, the chief executive at Monitor, said “The last financial 
year was exceptionally challenging for the Foundation Trust sector, and 
it is clear the current one is following the same pattern.”  

He said that it was right to use agency staff in difficult circumstances to 
ensure patients receive quality care, however trusts need to “reduce 
their overall reliance” on such staff.  

A spokesperson for the Department of Health stated “We know the NHS 
is busier than ever and trusts are facing challenges; however we expect 
them, to show tight financial grip and live within their means.”  

The Department of Health said they had already invested £8bn in the 
future of the NHS. 

Source: BBC News 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-32846545 
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Crackdown on staffing agencies charging extortionate rates  

Jeremy Hunt, Health Secretary, has announced a clampdown on staffing agencies charging the NHS 
extortionate rates. The announcement is part of a variety of measures that will help to cut costs while 
improving frontline care. 

The NHS is paying agencies up to £3,500 per shift for doctors, and the total bill last year for management 
consultants was more than £600m. 

The new rules will provide a maximum hourly rate for agency doctors and nurses, ban the use of agencies that 
are not on approved frameworks and require approval for any consultancy contracts that are over £50,000.  

Source: GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/clampdown-on-staffing-agencies-charging-nhs-extortionate-rates 
 

NHS in Essex to become one of three new Success Regimes  

Essex NHS is one of three new Success Regimes being introduced by NHS England and health regulators. 

Success Regimes were introduced in the NHS’ Five Year Forward View and aim to provide increased support 
and direction to challenged areas to improve quality, performance and finances in the short term, new care 
models in the medium to long-term, and develop leadership. 

The regime will see a number of health bodies, including Colchester Hospital University NHS Foundation Trust, 
the North East Essex Clinical Commissioning Group, the ambulance and mental health trusts and Essex County 
Council, working together. 

 Specific issues that will be addressed as part of the Success Regime include the financial position of the NHS 
and staff shortages.  

Simon Stevens, NHS England chief executive, said: “The idea here is that we are going to collectively, both 
locally and nationally, bring the full range of flexibilities and say ‘What is our holistic diagnosis as to what needs 
to change?’”  

“This is not all about money. It is all about the kind of healthcare system we want. We need to fundamentally 
redesign care.” 

The new improvements will begin this summer, and there is no fixed time limit for the regime.  

Source: East Anglian Daily Times  

http://www.eadt.co.uk/news/nhs_in_essex_to_become_success_regime_and_guided_by_national_bodies_1_
4098754 
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